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until 1883 he served continuously as a member of the Board
and laid the foundation ol that knowledge of urban require-
ments which subsequently enabled him to play so prominent
a part in the municipal historjr of the city. He found time
to study the leading works on sanitary science and hygiene,
and made himself fully acquainted with the details of the
municipal machine and with the actual conditions of life
in Ahmadabad. The opportunity of turning his study
to practical account occurred in 1883 when the permanent
chairman of the municipality, Mr. J, P. Keniandez, resigned
and the Bombay Government, which had noted Ranchhodlal's
grasp of municipal questions, appointed him to fill the
vacancy.

At the time Ranchhocllal became chairman of the
municipality, Ahmadabad had an unfoitunate reputation
for unhealthiness, notwithstanding that it possessed a dry,
porous soil and that the average depth of its subsoil water
was more than twenty feet below surface-level. The
mortality rate of Ahmadabad was the second highest in the
Bombay Presidency, and during the five years prior to 1883
averaged forty-nine per mille; diseases such as cholera,
dysentery and ague, appeared every year in more or less
epidemic form and caused the death of hundreds of the
population, whose health was undermined by the grossly
insanitar}T state of the city. Overcrowding, the want of a
proper drainage system, the absence of a pure water-supply
and the presence within the residential area of dangerous
and offensive trades were among the causes which contributed
to swell the mortality statistics, and of these the two which
in the opinion of Ranchhodlal's predecessor most urgently
demanded attention were the system of sewage disposal
and the water-supply. Rancfchodlal's first movement
towards grappling with these problems consisted in drafting
in December, 1883, and circulating among his colleagues
on the muncipal committee a memorandum of instructions
and suggestions, in which he drew pointed attention inter
alia to the pollution of the city's wells by percolation from